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On May 11, 2004, Sprint Communications, L.P., (Sprint or
Applicant) of Overland Park, Kansas, filed an application
seeking approval of an anmendnent to its Certificate of Public
Conveni ence and Necessity to provi de | ocal exchange

t el econmmuni cati ons service
Nebraska in which Sprint is not
Nebr aska,

on May 18, 2004.

in all
currently certificated.
of the application was published
Petitions of

exchanges within the state of

in The Daily Record,
For nal

Omaha,

Noti ce

I ntervention
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were filed by the followng: Southeast Nebraska Tel ephone
Conpany; Benkel man  Tel ephone  Conpany; Arapahoe Tel ephone
Conmpany; Cozad Tel ephone Conpany; Curtis Tel ephone Conpany;
Diller Tel ephone Conpany; d enwood Tel ephone Menber shi p
Cor por ati on; Keyst one- Art hur Tel ephone Conpany; Pl ai nvi ew
Tel ephone Conpany; Wauneta Tel ephone Conpany; Hartnman Tel ephone
Conmpany; and Mainstay Communi cations. A hearing on the
application was held at the Conm ssion on Novenber 4, 2004, with
appear ances as shown above.

EVI DENCE
Sprint is a limted partnership consisting of one genera
and three |imted partners, all of which are wholly-owned
subsidiaries of Sprint Corporation. Sprint seeks to provide
| ocal exchange telecomrunications services in all exchanges
within the State of Nebraska in which Sprint is not currently
certified. Sprint was granted authority to provide |ocal

exchange service in the areas served by US West, GIE, Aliant and
United, by Order entered March 10, 1997, in Application No. C
1386. The applications were made pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. 88
86- 128 and 86-129 (2002 Cum Supp.) and Title 291, Article 5 88§
002.49 and 003.12A of the Nebraska Public Service Conmm ssion
Tel ecommuni cati ons Rul es and Regul ati ons.

Initially, Sprint proposes to provide transport,
swi t chi ng and i nt erconnection for t he origination and
term nation of local and |ong distance traffic. These services
will be provided upon request of wholesale custoners within the
state of Nebraska. No deposits wll be required. Sprint
intends to partner with cable conpanies who want to provide
| ocal and |ong distance service. One such relationship exists
with Tinme Warner Cable, whose CLEC application was granted on
Novenber 23, 2004. Time Warner Cable wll provide end user

billing, marketing and sales, custonmer service and custoner
access. Sprint provides whol esal e services that enable the Tine
Warner Cable retail service. These services include Public
Switched Tel ephone Network interconnectivity, long distance
servi ce, oper at or and directory assistance service, 911

connectivity and nunber adm ni stration.

Prior to providing local switched service, Sprint will make
the appropriate filing with the Comm ssion describing the terns
and conditions wunder which it wll provide such services,

i ncluding any required advance paynment and/or deposits. Shoul d
the Commi ssion require a bond in the event Sprint requires
advance paynent and/or deposit, Sprint wll conply. In
addition, Sprint wll provide address based 911 and E911
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service, and, when applicable, directory assistance and operator
servi ces. Further, the services Sprint provides wll be
conpatible with tel ephone relay servi ce.

OPI NI ON AND FI NDI NGS

As the Hearing Oficer previously stated in the prehearing
conference, the Comm ssion’s review of this Application is based
upon the Comm ssion’s Rules in the Neb. Admn. Code Title 291,
Ch. 5, Rule 002.49. Accordingly, the Comm ssion considers this
application for authority in light of the following criteria and
standards established in the Commssion’s telecomunications
rul es:

(a) Wether the Applicant has provided the information re-
qui red by the Conm ssion;

(b) \Whether the Applicant has provided a perfornmance bond,
i f required;

(c) \Whether the Applicant possesses adequate financial re-
sources to provide the proposed service;

(d) Whether the Applicant possesses adequate technical
conpetence and resources to provide the proposed
servi ce;

(e) Wether the Applicant possesses adequate manageri al
conpetence to provide the proposed service; and

(f) Wether granting the Applicant a certificate preserves
and advances universal service, protects the public
safety and welfare, ensures the continued quality of
t el ecommuni cati ons services and safeguards the rights
of consuners, pursuant to Section 253(b) of the Act.

Applicant has denonstrated that it neets the standards of
financial, technical and managerial conpetence. No party in
this proceeding refuted the Applicant’s conpetence.

The Applicant’s ability to neet the Commission’s public

interest criteria was a disputed issue. Sout heast Nebraska
Tel ephone Conpany (Southeast) and the N CE-BCS raised concerns
with Sprint’s ability to provide customer service. Spri nt

conmtted to ensuring that end wusers wuld be provided
continuous quality of service. However, Sprint also testified
that custoner contact would ultimately be the responsibility of
the carrier to whom Sprint provides its whol esal e servi ce.
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Furthernore, Sprint offered that granting its application
is in the public interest because it wll safeguard the rights
of consuners by helping to nove toward a robust market
envi ronnment where consuners are not captive to nonopoly

provi ders. It wll preserve and advance universal service by
enabling the offering of additional services from additional
providers to additional custoners. It will help to ensure the

provision of quality telecomunications service at just,
reasonabl e and af fordabl e rates.

Concerns were also raised as to whether Sprint plans to
offer additional retail services particularly in territories
where the rural exenption has not been lifted. Sprint testified
that in the event that it proceeds with plans to provide other
retail services as a comon carrier, it would file tariffs per
the Comm ssion’s rules. Furthernmore, Sprint wll request to
negotiate interconnection arrangenents with incunbent carriers
pursuant to the Tel ecommunications Act of 1996 (Act). Although
Sprint argued the rural exenption issue inapplicable to the
instant application, it commtted to conplying with the Act by
notifying the Comm ssion of any bona fide requests to rural
i ncunbent carriers that it may make in the future. The Comm ssion
finds that these commtnents sufficiently address the concerns
raised in this regard.

ORDER

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service
Comm ssion that Application No. C-3204 filed by Sprint
Communi cations, L.P., be and it is hereby granted to the extent
provi ded herein.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Applicant conply wth
Section 251(f)(1)(B) of the Telecomrunications Act of 1996 and
that the Applicant submt any bona fide request(s) for
i nterconnection, services or network elenents from a rural
t el ephone conpany to the Commssion for its approval prior to
the provision of any service under the certification in a rural
t el ephone conpany area.

IT I'S FURTHER ORDERED that Applicant is obligated to abide
by the sanme laws, rules and regulations, both federal and state
(itncluding any laws, rules or regulations regarding universal
servi ce, restrictions on joint marketing and quality of
service), applicable to any other interexchange and | ocal
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exchange carriers, except obligations inposed on incunbent | ocal
exchange carriers pursuant to Section 251(c) of the Act.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, to the extent Applicant
provi des access l'ine service as referenced in t he
Tel ecommuni cations Relay System Act, Neb. Rev. Stat. 8§ 86-301
through 315 (Relay Act) and defined in Neb. Admn. R & Reg
Title 291, ch. 5 § 001.01B, the Applicant shall collect fromits
subscri bers a surcharge (Relay Surcharge) pursuant to the rel ay
act and the Comm ssion’s annual orders establishing the anount
of the surcharge, and shall remt to the Conm ssion the proceeds
fromthe relay surcharge as provided by the relay act.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Applicant conply with all
necessary statutes and Comm ssion Rules and Regul ations as they
pertain to the Nebraska Universal Service Fund.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Applicant, Ilike all other
certificated carriers, shall file, in accordance wth the
applicable statutes, on or before April 30 of each year, an

annual report with the Conm ssion consisting of: (a) a copy of
any report filed with the Federal Conmmunications Conm ssion; (b)
a copy of any annual report to stockholders; and (c) a copy of
the latest Form 10-K filed with the Securities and Exchange
Comm ssion. |If such reports are wunavailable, Applicant shall
file a balance sheet and inconme statenment for the previous year
of operation, and for the state of Nebraska on a conbined
interstate-intrastate basis, the investnent in the telephone
plant and equipnment |located wthin the state, accumlated
depreci ation thereon, operating revenues, operating expenses and
t axes.

| T I'S FURTHER ORDERED that within 30 days fromthe entry of
this order that the Applicant file a tariff with the Conm ssion
as required by state statutes and the Conm ssion’s regul ati ons.
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IT IS FINALLY ORDERED that this order be, and hereby is,
made the Commi ssion's official Certificate of Public Conveni ence

and Necessity to the Applicant to provide |ocal exchange
t el ecomuni cations services within the state of Nebraska.

MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 8th day of
February 2005.

NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COWM SSI ON
COMM SSI ONERS CONCURRI NG,

Chai r man

ATTEST:

Executive Director



